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February 14, 2020 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:   None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports this has been a week for technical grant work.    

The CDBG grant approved by Council on the 10th is being sent out to the MEDC this morning. 

Also, the finishing touches were being made to the MSHDA MOD grant this week. 

Next month, at their regular meeting, the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 

zoning ordinance updates.  Those updates include moving upstairs residential uses to permitted 

use in the commercial districts, allowing modular homes in all residential areas as a permitted use, 

and zoning inclusion for breweries, distilleries and wineries.   

 

Steve Allen reports on Code Enforcement updates:  

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 34 inspections 

 Blight violations (closed) = 5 

 Blight violation re-inspect (still open) = 4 

 Abandon auto violation (closed) = 3 

            Abandon auto re-inspect violation (still open) = 5 

            Missing house numbers violations (new) = 1 

            EPM Re-inspect (still open) = 12 

 Parking re-inspect (still open) = 3 

  Animals re-inspect (still open) = 1 

 

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski, reports on projects across the city.   NON “flushable wipes” 

have caused many issues over the last couple weeks.  In addition to clogged pumps at lift-stations, 

we had to address blockages at both Colby and Center.  We also had to jet the mains on Grand 

Blvd. and Bradley, are working with a contractor to resolve issues with a connection on N. Front 

St., and assisted Niles with a couple water parts. 

In between snow/ice events, we are repairing recently struck signs, patching pot-holes, working 

on mid-year inventories, and cleaning-up various city sites.  The electric crew replaced a missing 



cover on a box discovered during the Ice Fest, and are coordinating with McDonald Underground 

to bore the final sections of the Grove reconstruct project. 

Tree Servants returned to finish topping the trees in the east airport approach.  Our crews have 

been working to chip the previously cut trees and brush.  By request, we also staked points for 

soil boring at the location of the future hangars. 

Advantage plumbing cleaned and televised the drain system at Twistee’s, much of which is old 

cast-iron.  They found a failed pipe, a few bad connections, and that the interior of the pipe is 

rough due to rust and scale, offering a few alternatives for repairs.  We received an assessment 

and quote from Hoekstra Roofing for full replacement of the museum roof, and have been in 

contact with Midland regarding some of the findings.  Midland also provided a quote for 

replacement. 

SLAUA activities included a SEMCO gas leak that required an emergency MISS DIG request, 

delivery of the SAW data and GIS/Inspection form training by Wightman, and attending the 

board meeting.  CCWS activities include working with Abonmarche regarding a potential MEC 

project, and responding to a water break that was found to be on the customer’s side. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin and Chad attended the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 

Regional Asset Management Winter Summit, during which the Michigan Infrastructure Council 

unveiled a preview of their “Dig Once” Project Portal.  This portal is to facilitate communication 

of pending projects, with the hopes of coordination of work by an potentially affected utilities 

and/or parties. 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


